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MEMORANDUM
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Q.. Qeh g et
From: David Spence A p . David McNeil
Executive Vice Chancellor Chair, Academic Senate CSU

Subject: Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major

At its July 2004 meeting, the CSU Board of Trustees modified Title 5 to encourage community
college students who wish eventually to transfer to the CSU to choose efficient patterns of
classes. The central purpose is to help those students to avoid the now-common pattern of
accumulating units well beyond what they need in order to accomplish their educational goals.
We are writing now to inform you of a large and very significant project, based on that decision.
Its goal, for the coming academic year, is to identify a pattern of lower-division course work to
be taken in the community college for each of twenty-six high-demand majors, so that students
who take the recommended path may be given prionty admission status when they transfer to a
CSU campus.

The Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major project to which we now alert you is sponsored
jointly by the Academic Senate CSU and the CSU Chancellor's Office and includes a process for
coming to agreement on a transfer pattern for each designated major. (For this purpose, “major”
is defined in Attachment 3.) Faculty representatives from twenty-six baccalaureate majors will
be asked to meet; each group will have one representative from each CSU campus that offers that
particular major. Each group will be responsible for defining for the CSU system the
recommended lower-division transfer pattern for that major.

Because faculty have primary responsibility for degree requirements and the curriculum, it is
important that the faculty of each major have the primary voice in the selection of their
representatives. Normally this will be done by departments or programs through their usual
governance or curricular processes. (Provosts and Campus Senate Executive Committees should
agree on other appropriate processes on each campus where majors do not coincide with
departmental structures; it is vital that the faculty who have primary responsibility for the
curriculum in this program take leadership for cach project.)
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