Neighborhood Demographics Research Strategy

Social Sciences 300, Keith Heningburg, April 2009
I. Reference books.  Useful for background, history, general demographics.  Use the Tables of Contents for topics, then find your city or county.  
Greater Sacramento



Ref F 868 S12 G73 2006
County and City Data Book


Ref HA 202 A36 2007

County and City Extra


Ref HA 203 C68 2007 (also online)
Source Book of Zip Code Demographics 
Ref HA 203 S67 2004
California Cities, Towns & Counties

Ref HA 261 C295 2008

California Statistical Abstract


Ref HA 261 C3 2003 (newer online)
Census of Population & Housing

Ref HA261.5 1990 .A28 1990
America’s Top Rated Cities


Ref HT 123 A669 2005

Cities of the United States 


Ref HT 123 C49677 2006
II. LOIS – books and media.
Off campus access:  
Student Access Card and Library PIN (YYYYMMDD)
Keyword search: 
Oak Park, Elk Grove, Folsom, etc.  


  
Images of America
III. Library Databases – articles and statistics.  Use specific keywords.
Academic Search Premier:  
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Use these additional searches:

	Sacramento
	commercial development
	There are many keywords you could use in the second column; use your imagination.  Do a separate search for each one (with Sacramento).  

The * allows for any characters at the end of the word.  

“xx” keeps two terms side by side.



	“Oak Park”
	development
	

	Natomas
	supermarket*
	

	“Elk Grove”
	liquor store*
	

	‘Del Paso Heights”
	hous* or housing density
	

	Roseville
	police stations
	

	“Rancho Cordova”
	social service* 
	

	
	neighborhood*
	

	
	segregation
	


Limiters:
Click on Subject Thesaurus terms if they match your search. 
Check boxes for Full Text and Scholarly (if needed).


Pull the slider bar over to 2000 or a more recent year.

Additional databases:
Newspaper Source.  Use similar strategies to Academic Search Premiere.

Sacramento Bee.  Use similar strategies to Academic Search Premiere.  Start by clicking “Search within this publication.”

Regional Business News.  Use similar strategies to Academic Search Premiere.
IV. Internet
U.S. Census: http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html 
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Address Search tab:  Enter street address.  Follow directions for Census Tract data.  Choose tables from the list of results: population, housing, occupation, income/poverty, vehicles, rent, race, age, educational attainment, disability, journey to work.  (Click on links to see additional Thematic Maps.)   
Map Search tab:  enter address, click map search tab.  Click Boundaries and features to add parks, schools, hospitals, etc.

Google Maps:  http://maps.google.com/maps  Enter address.  Street view.  Satellite view?  Get out and walk the neighborhoods.  Make your own comparisons.
Melissa Data:  http://www.melissadata.com  Click on Lookups, then Zip Code Demographics or Business Counts by Zip, or Neighborhood Maps, or other topic.
Sacramento Bee databases:  http://www.sacbee.com/databases  Suggestions:  unemployment, crime, foreclosures, schools. 
City of Sacramento:  http://cityofsacramento.org  Click on Departments.  Try Development Services, Planning, Neighborhood Services, Parks & Rec., etc.)

Sacramento City Council:  http://www.cityofsacramento.org/council/
Sacramento County:  www.saccounty.net  Click Community and Cities.  
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors:  http://www.bos.saccounty.net/
V. Other

Newspapers and flyers for your neighborhood.
Sacramento News and Review:  http://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/home  Keyword search.
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