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HOT TOPICS:

Ideas for Research Papers and Speeches

Most of these topics are broad and need to be narrowed down to one particular aspect of the issue.  Some subtopics are provided here as examples.  For help in focusing your topic, see your instructor or one of the reference librarians.  You may also wish to consult the lists of subtopics that appear in research databases such as CQ Researcher.

Note: Some instructors have banned such subjects as abortion, capital punishment and gun control because they are large and overused.  Much has already been published on these subjects and it can be difficult to come up with thoughtful and original arguments.  If your instructor permits these topics and you wish to write about them, try focusing on an aspect of the subject that has been less thoroughly explored.

[image: image2.png]Sacramento City College




Abortion 

Parental notification

RU-486

Abuse

child

spousal

elder

Acquaintance rape

Affirmative action

Colleges and universities

Workplace

Age discrimination

AIDS/HIV

Alternative energy

Animal experimentation

Animal rights

Birth control

Availability to teens

Body image

Breast implants

Campaign financing

Catholic priests

Sex abuse scandal

Censorship

Children’s rights

Cloning

Cochlear implants

Communications Decency Act

Computer viruses

Corporal punishment

Corporate crime

Criminal justice

Capital punishment / Death penalty

Juveniles tried as adults

Mandatory sentencing

Racial bias

Three strikes law

Date rape

Disabilities

Discrimination

Employment

Learning disabilities

Drugs

Drug abuse

Drug testing

“War on Drugs”

Legalization

Drunk driving

Eating disorders

Anorexia

Bulimia

Endangered species

Education

Bilingual education

Charter schools

Educational testing

Home schooling

Prayer in public schools

Single sex schools

Sex education

Year-round schools

English as U.S. official language

Environmental policy

Environmental protection

Euthanasia & assisted suicide

Evolution

vs. creationism

vs. intelligent design

Fast food/obesity

Food

Food safety

Genetically altered

Foster care

Freedom of speech

Gambling

Gangs

Gay, Lesbian, bisexual, transgendered

Gender roles

Genetic engineering

Global warming

Gun control

Hate crimes

Hazardous waste

Health care reform

Health insurance

Homelessness

Identity theft

Illiteracy

Immigration 

Illegal aliens

Workplace rights

Internet

Internet censorship laws

Blocking software
Privacy

Interracial adoption

Interracial marriage

Mandatory helmet or seatbelt laws

Medical use of marijuana

Mental disorders & mental health


Causes


Management


Prevention

Minimum Wage

Morning after pill

Nature vs. nurture

Nuclear weapons

Nuclear testing

Nursing shortage

Offshore oil drilling

Overpopulation

Patriot Act

Pesticides

Plagiarism

Police brutality

Political correctness

Pollution 

Air

Water

Ground

Pornography

Poverty

Health care

Homelessness

Housing

Welfare reform

Prison reform

Prisoners of War

Privacy

Medical privacy

Internet privacy

Government surveillance

Prostitution

Public assistance

Race relations

Racial profiling

Rain forests

Religious observance

Same sex marriage

School uniforms

School violence

Sex education in the schools

Abstinence-only programs

Sex offenders

Sex roles

Sexual harassment

Sexual predators

Smoking

In public places

Passive smoke

Tobacco companies’ liability for smoking-related deaths

Space exploration

Stem Cell Research

Steroids

Suicide / Assisted suicide

Surrogate mothers

Tattoos and piercings

Teenage pregnancy

Television programming

Terrorism

Causes

Detention of non-U.S. citizens

U.S. response

Surveillance and privacy issues

Trials of suspected terrorists (how, where, punishment)

Unemployment

Urban sprawl

U.S. foreign policy

Middle East policy

Iraq War

Vegetarianism

Video games

Violence and the media

Welfare system

Wilderness areas

Wiretapping, surveillance

Women’s rights

Discrimination

Violence

Education

Employment

Poverty

Title IX
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A Few Good Places to Find Topics


(and subdivisions of topics)


 


Research Databases:	


CQ Researcher


Proquest





Reference Books:


Issues and Controversies on File (Ref JK1 .I77)


Encyclopedia of Politics and Religion  (Ref BL65 .P7 E53 1998)


Violence in America (Ref HN90 .V5 V5474 1999)


Encyclopedia of Environmental Issues (Ref GE10 .E52 2000)			
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