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Searching the Web:

The Basics
	Start with these tips, then use the Beyond the Basics handout.  Ask a librarian for help, or sign up for a library orientation or a library credit class to learn much more.



	1
	Use a Subject Directory for a broad topic, such as   Immigration Law   or   Native Americans .  

Click on the subject categories until you reach your specific topic.  

You can also type keywords in the search box at any point, but it's best to keep your topic broad.

	
	Popular subject directories:
Librarian's Internet Index        

http://www.lii.org
InfoMine




http://infomine.ucr.edu
Yahoo





http://www.yahoo.com


	2
	Use a Search Engine to find a specific keyword or phrase, such as   Family Equity Act   or 

  Miwok basketry  .  Type your keywords in the search box that appears on the main page, or use Advanced Search if it’s available.

	
	Popular search engines:

Google




http://www.google.com
Northern Light



http://northernlight.com
Alta Vista




http://altavista.com


	3
	Try your search in two or three different search engines or subject directories.  Search tools look up information in different ways, and each search tool has a different set of web pages in its database, so they "know" different part of the Web.  

Read the Help or Tips pages for each search tool to learn exactly how it works! 


	4
	Generally, the fewer words you enter, the larger and more general your results will be.  For example, if you type   weddings  you may get more results than you can use.  (But remember that broad topics such as this are useful approaches to subject directories.)



	5
	Usually, the more search terms you type, the more specific and on-target your results will be.   Typing   weddings russia customs  will limit your results quite a bit.  (Use specific searches such as this in search engines, rather than in subject directories.)



	6
	Put quote marks (" ") around phrases, such as "Sacramento River Cats" so you will find those words together as a string, rather than spread throughout the Web page.



	7
	Evaluate the information you find on the Web.  Some of the information you find may not be current or accurate.  Answer these questions to identify reliable information:

	
	· Authority:  Who is responsible for the content of the web page?

· Accuracy:  Is there a bibliography?  Is the information free of mistakes?

· Purpose and bias: What is the intent of the information?  To inform, sell, persuade?  Is it fact or opinion?  What is the author’s point of view?

· Currency:  Does the web site include a "revised" or "updated" date that is current?

· Coverage:  Does the site include a list of additional print and electronic sources?  Are the links relevant to the topic?  Is the source too elementary or technical for your needs?
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