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Searching the Web: Beyond the Basics – Advanced Tips 

	Use the handout, Searching the Web –The Basics first to start your Web research.  Ask a librarian for help, or sign up for a library orientation or a library credit class to learn more.



	1
	Not all of the following suggestions work in every search engine and subject directory.  Read the Help or Tips pages for each search tool to learn how it works.  Find a useful chart describing all the major search tools at http://infopeople.org/search/chart.html, or use the SCC handout, Searching the Web: The Basics to get started.  



	2
	If a keyword or phrase must be in your search results, put a plus sign (+) in front of it.  For example, if you want a recipe for chocolate cake made with mayonnaise, type  "chocolate cake" +mayonnaise .  Do not put a space after the plus sign.  



	3
	To exclude words from your search results, put a minus sign (-) in front of them.  For example, if you want information about tropical vacations, but not in Hawaii, type   "tropical vacations" -Hawaii .  Do not put a space after the minus sign.



	4
	Some search tools use the Boolean operators AND, OR, and NOT instead of pluses and minuses:  

· Type AND between keywords to include both terms in your results:  To find articles about both cats and dogs, type  cats AND dogs .  A resulting Web page might be titled, "Reigning cats and dogs."

· Type OR to include to either keyword, but not necessarily both.  For example, to find articles about either cats or dogs, type  cats OR dogs.  A resulting page might be, "Dogs for the blind."

· Type NOT to remove a keyword from your results.  For example, if you want articles about "cats" that exclude any mention of "dogs", type  cats NOT dogs .



	5
	Try a Meta-Search Engine to search several search engines and subject directories at one time.  Metas return only a sample of the complete results, though, so use the individual search tools to find the complete results.  

	
	Popular meta-search engines:

MetaCrawler




http://www.metacrawler.com
Ixquick




            http://ixquick.com/
Dogpile




http://www.dogpile.com


	6
	To find images, try these search engines.  Click to the Image Search page, then type your search terms.

Google




            http://www.google.com
Alta Vista




http://altavista.com


	7
	The Web contains many ready reference tools such as dictionaries, encyclopedias and maps.  Visit the Internet Public Library at http://www.ipl.org/ref for a useful selection.



	8
	Evaluate the information you find on the Web.  Some of the information you find may not be current or accurate.  Answer these questions to identify reliable information:

	
	· Authority:  Who is responsible for the content of the web page?  If the address (URL) of the web site contains .org, .edu, or .gov, the page often contains more reliable content.

· Accuracy:  Is there a bibliography?  Is the information free of mistakes?

· Purpose and bias: What is the intent of the information?  To inform, sell, persuade?  Is it fact or opinion?  What is the author’s point of view?

· Currency:  Does the web site include a "revised" or "updated" date that is current?

· Coverage:  Does the site include a list of additional print and electronic sources?  Are the links relevant to the topic?  Is the source too elementary or technical for your needs?                      MAR 2/02


[image: image2.png]Sacramento City College



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.png]Library



