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The Research Process

Good, effective research, in any field requires some advanced training and practice.  Research is a process consisting of many steps that must be repeated until the desired product is completed.  Think of preparing for a military campaign – decide what your objective is, determine the best way to meet that objective, consider what resources or tools will most help you reach that objective, then develop a plan of action.  Sounds simple, right?  

Hopefully, a visual aid will help clarify the process:
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Consolidating: Begin by writing down what you already know about your topic.  

Planning:  What information are you missing?  How would that information be presented (book, magazine/journal/newspaper article, editorial, statistics, case studies.)?  Where would be the best place to obtain the information (library, databases, Internet.)?  What would be the best words or phrases to use in searching for information about this topic?    

Researching:  This step may actually entail traveling to the library and looking for the specific pieces of information you need.  It can also mean going online to one of the library’s subscription databases or into an Internet search tool.  This step might also include searching a library’s catalog online and requesting materials through ILL.


Collecting:  As you complete your research, make copies or take notes of the information you are able to find.  Be sure to keep track of your information sources so you can retrace your steps if necessary and so you have the information you’ll need to complete your Works Cited page or Bibliography.
Examining:  Look at the information you’ve gathered so far and determine whether you have enough information to “plug the holes” you discovered during the earlier steps.  

 Do you have enough to complete your project?

Publish (or share):  At some point in the process you will decide that you’ve gathered enough materials and you’re ready to start writing your paper, compiling an outline, preparing for a speech, etc.  Keep in mind that you may still discover areas where you will need more information and you’ll need to jump back into the research process.  The Reference Librarians are available for consultation or help with any of these steps.  Please call or drop by if you run into problems completing assignments and projects!
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