
Books and Articles You Can Listen To or Read With a Screen Reader 
(JAWS, Kurzweil, etc.) 
 
1. Free audio and ebooks and services.  For assistance with these tools, 

contact the SCC library reference desk at 916-558-2461.  You can also 
chat, IM, text, or email on the Library Research Assistance page. 

a. Sacramento Public Library 
i. Thousands of audio book titles in a variety of formats 

ii. Search the library catalog for your topic, author, or title, 
then “Refine by” Format.  Available formats include large 
print, audiobook CD, e-audiobook, audiobook cassette, 
ebook, Playaway, Braille, and e-journal. 

iii. California residents can get a free public library card. 
b. Project Gutenberg   

i. Over 33,000 free ebooks (copyright expired) 
ii. Downloadable to ePub, Kindle, HTML and text formats 

iii. Read on a PC, iPad, Kindle, Sony Reader, iPhone, or other 
c. The Project Gutenberg Partners and Affiliates page lists additional 

sources for audio ebooks, very many from Gutenberg.  Scroll to:  
i. LiteralSystem  Free audio books for personal enjoyment 

ii. Librivox.org  Free public domain audio books  
iii. Open Library  Over one million ebooks in plain text, ePub, 

DAISY, DjVu and MOBI.  From The Internet Archive  
iv. The Online Books Page. One million plus ebooks in HTML 

and PDF. 
v. ManyBooks.net  Free ebooks in several formats 

vi. Annotated Works via Wikibooks, the free textbook project 
d. Blio.com  Free software that can read books aloud that have been 

downloaded to a PC or portable device  
 

2. Free audio and ebooks and articles for SCC Students. 
a. SCC Library ebooks.   

i. The online library catalog lists 20,000 ebooks; most are 
accessible to screen readers in HTML or PDF.  Use 



Advanced Keyword search and limit results to Location: 
Online/Web.   

ii. Books are accessible from off campus to current students 
with student ID number (w number) and eservices password. 

b. Articles from the SCC subscription databases 
i. The research databases contain millions of periodical 

articles on most topics in HTML or PDF.  Many full text 
articles in HTML have a Listen link to audio that can be 
streamed or downloaded to disk.  Most articles are 
accessible to screen readers; image files are an exception. 

ii. Databases are accessible off campus to current students with 
student ID number (w number) and eservices password. 

 
3. Services & software for SCC students with print disabilities.  For 

information and assistance regarding these services, contact the 
individuals listed below. 

a. Kurzweil 1000 
i. Students scan text and the program reads the text aloud. 

ii. Located on ADA computers in the Library, Instructional 
Media Center, B152, and the High Tech Center Lab in AJ4. 

iii. Contact Dan Welz in the High Tech Center for training. 
b. BookShare   

i. Accessible books for individuals with print disabilities 
ii. Free for U.S. students with disabilities, from the U.S. Dept. 

of Education Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 
iii. Contact Ryan Glenn for information and access. 

c. Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic  
i. National nonprofit with a large digital textbook library of 

accessible educational nonfiction and fiction materials 
ii. Free individual membership that includes software for Mac 

or PC; certification required 
iii. SCC institutional membership 
iv. Contact Ryan Glenn for information and access.   

d. National Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped 



i. Talking Books  Free service for print disabled persons. 
Audiobooks, magazines, and equipment mailed at no cost.  
Braille also available.   

ii. The California State Library, Braille and Talking Book 
Library in Sacramento administers the program in Northern 
California. 

 
4. Subscription ebooks and services. 

a. Audible.com  Audio books from Amazon for a monthly fee 
b. World Public Library  Audio ebooks available by subscription  

 
 


