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Writers include an MLA Works Cited list at the end of essays and research papers to indicate what 
sources they’ve used in their papers.  The following are a few representative examples based on the 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed., LB2369.G53 2009.  The MLA Handbook 
should be your final authority regarding proper citation format.  
 

MLA Works Cited in general 
 
Author’s last name, first name.  Title.  Publication information including date.  Media. 
 
The first line of each entry in your list must be flush left with the margin. Subsequent lines in each entry 
should be indented one-half inch. Double-space all entries.  Alphabetize all entries into one list. 

Books 
No author  

 
California Cities, Towns & Counties.  Palo Alto: Hornwood, 2008.  Print. 
 

One author  
 
Heinlein, Robert A.  Stranger in a Strange Land. New York: Putnam, 1991.  Print. 
 

Editor  
Leiter, Richard A., ed.  National Survey of State Laws.  Detroit : Thomson, 2008.  Print. 
 

Two or three authors  
 
Lewis, Thomas, Fari Amini, and Richard Lannon. A General Theory of Love. New York: Random, 

2000.  Print. 

More than three authors  
 
Kay, John P., et al.  A History of World Societies. 8th ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin, 2009. 
 
 Print. 

 
Author and editor 

 
Burns, Robert.  Burns: Poems.  Ed. Gerard Carruthers. New York: Knopf, 2007.  Print. 
 

 
Edition (not the first or revised edition) 

 
Wright, D. Franklin. Prealgebra: A Worktext. 2nd ed. Boston: Houghton, 1997.  Print. 
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http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/newcatalog.aspx?disc=History&course=World+History&isbn=031268293X


   PH 3/2009 

 
Play in a collection  

 
Richards, Beah.  “A Black Woman Speaks.”  9 Plays by Black Women.  Ed. Margaret B. 
 

Wilkerson.  New York: NAL, 1986.  Print. 
 
 

Multivolume Set (when using two or more volumes)  
 
Newman, Roger K., ed. The Constitution and Its Amendments. 4 vols. New York: Macmillan 

Reference USA, 1999.  Print. 

Encyclopedia article  
 
“Crime Mapping.”  Encyclopedia of Police Science. Ed. Jack R. Greene.  New York: Routledge,  
 
 2007.  Print. 

 
Essay, poem or short story in an anthology  

 
Hentoff, Nat.  “Should This Student Have Been Expelled?”  75 Readings: An Anthology.  10th  
  
 ed. Ed. Santi V. Buscemi and Charlotte Smith.  Boston: McGraw, 2007. 318-323.  
  
 Print. 
     

Magazine Articles 
 
Hyman, Mark. “How Tony Hawk Stays Aloft.” Business Week 13 Nov. 2006: 84.  Print. 
 
“Drop, Fill, and Peak.”  Hot Rod Mar. 2009: 78-83.  Print. 
 

 
Newspaper Articles 

 
Felton, Eric.  “That Synching Feeling.”  The Wall Street Journal 6 Feb. 2009: W11. Print. 
 
 

Scholarly Journal Article  
 
Gibeaut, John.  “Bringing Lawyers, Guns, and Money.” ABA Journal 94.10 (2008): 22-24.   
 
 Print. 
 
Smith, Sheree. “A Review of Hand-washing Techniques in Primary Care and Community 
 
  Settings.” Journal of Clinical Nursing 18.6 (2009): 786-790. Print. 
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